ABSITIACT. This report presents the current status of a series of studies oriented toward the assessment of perceived life quality. The conceptual model proposes that a person's overall sense of life quality is understandable as a combination of affective responses to life 'domains', which are of two types -role situations and values. Over 100 items used to measure a wide variety of domains and 28 items assessing perceived overall life quality are presented. Various subsets of these items were used in interviews with several representative samples of American adults. Based on these data the domain items were grouped into a smaller number of semi-independent clusters which were internally stable across 10 different subgroups of the respondents and whose interrelationships were highly replicable in independent national samples. A series of analyses, some replicated in more than one survey showed: (1) an additive combination of 12 selected domains explained 50-60 % of the variance in an index of overall life quality, (2) neither other domains nor several social characteristic variables contributed additional explanatory power, (3) this level of explanation was achieved in each of 22 subgroups of the population, and (4) additive combinations of domains worked as well as more complicated combinations.
We are embarked on a major effort to develop measures of perceived life quality. The effort is part of the larger movement within the United States and a number of other countries to develop an expanded set of social indicators which can be monitored over time. It is hoped that through the generation and analysis of data from such indicators improvements can result in our understanding of the causes and directions of social changes, and in policymaking oriented toward efforts to improve the quality of life.
Social indicators can be classified into two broad types: (1) those based on reports about experiences and characteristics of the reporter's own personal life, and (2) those based on reports of events or situations which are not part of the reporter's own life. Sometimes these two types of indicators have been referred to as 'subjective' and 'objective' respectively, though it can be argued that certain experiential measures are at least as objective as many of the so-called 'objective' measures. Examples of the first class of social indicators would include reports by respondents of their sense of safety when they go out alone at night, or their sense of satis-faction with the amount of safety they perceive. Examples of the second class would include crime reports for a particular neighborhood or measures of street lighting and police patrols.
The social indicators movement currently includes efforts to develop and apply measures based on both the experiential and non-experiential types of reports. While our own work concentrates almost exclusively on experiential measures, there is no question about society's need for both. Only when both are concurrently measured will it be possible to know how demonstrable changes in living conditions are affecting people's sense of life quality, and -conversely -whether changes in people's sense of life quality can be attributed to changes in external conditions.^
I. RESEARCH GOALS
The basic orientation of our project is that of instrument development. We seek to construct a battery of items appropriate for inclusion in a survey questionnaire or interview which will be modest in number, broad in coverage, of substantial vaUdity, and which will provide a statistically efficient means of assessing perceived life quality in the diverse domains most important for predicting people's general satisfaction with their lives. Among the specific goals are: (1) identifying and mapping relevant domains; (2) determining how (if at all) affective reactions to these domains combine to affect some more global sense of life quaUty; (3) assessing criteria people use in evaluating different aspects of their Uves and the social contexts in which these evaluations are made; (4) Unking feelings about life situations to reported behaviors, life conditions, and other attitudes; and (5) developing descriptive statements about the level of satisfaction Americans feel with respect to significant aspects of their lives. We are attempting to implement all of these goals while recognizing that people of different sub-cultures in the American population may respond differently and maintaining our concern that any measuring instrument be applicable to a wide range of such groups.
II. SCOPE OF THIS REPORT
This present report focuses mainly on the first two of the specific goalsnamely, the mapping of domains and the determination of how reactions
